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proved form and font of Arabic type, which was

cast under his supervision at Leipsic in 1839. He

ublished with Harrison G. O. Dwnght “Missionary

searches in Armenia " (2 vols., Boston, 1833),

and from 1847 until his death was engaged in

translating the Bible into the Arabic, which work

was subsequently completed by Dr. Cornelius V.

Van Dyke (New York, 1866—’7).-His wife, Sarah

Lanman, missionary, b. in Norwich, Conn., 18 June,

1802; d. in Boojah, near Smyrna, Asia, 30 Se t.,

1836, was the daughter of Jabez Huntington. 'he

married Dr. Smith in 1833, accompanied him to

Beirut, and, having learned Arabic, assisted him in

his translations into that language, and taught in

a native school for girls which she established.

See her “ Memoir, Journal, and Letters,” edited by

the Rev. Edward Hooker (London, 1839).

SMITH, Elias, author, b. in Lyme, Conn., 17

June, 1769; d. in Lynn, Mass. 29 June, 1846.

His early education was scanty, but he became a

teacher, and in 1792 was ordained to the ministry

of the Christian Denomination. He was pastor at

Woburn, Mass, in 1798—1801, and afterward sup

plied various vacant pulpits. He edin the “ Chris

tiau Magazine,” a quarterly, in 1805—'7, and in 1808

be u the ublication of the “Herald of Gospel

Li rty,” e first religious newspaper that was

ever printed, it having preceded the “Religious

Remembrancer ” of Philadelphia b five vears and

the “ Boston Recorder” by ei ht. is ublications

include “The Cler yman’s ooking- lass " (Wo

burn, 1803); “The istory of Anti-Christ " (1803);

“ Twenty-two Sermons on the Pro hecics” (1808);

“ New Testament Dictionary ” (Phi adelphia, 1812);

“ The Fall of Angels and Men " (1812); “ Life, Con

version, Preaching, Travels, and Suficrings of Elias

Smith ” (Portsmouth, N. H., 1816); “ The Christian

Pocket Companion ” (Exeter, N. H., 1825); " The

Family Physician and Family Assistant” Boston,

1832); and the “Peo le’s Book" (1836).— is son,

Matthew Hale aut or, b. in Portland, Me., in

1816; d. in Brooklyn, N. Y., 7 Nov., 1879, was edu

cated in the public schools, and at seventeen years

of age ordained to the ministry of the Universalist

church, from which he withdrew about 1840, became

a Unitarian, and in 1842 was ordained in the Con

gregational ministry, and for the subsequent ten

years preached in Boston, Nashua, and other

churches in Massachusetts. He studied law and

was admitted to the bar in 1850, removed to New

York city, added journalism to his two other pro

fessions, and as correspondent of the “Boston

Journal,” under the n-name of “Burleigh,” at

tained re utation for rilliancy of st lo and humor.

He was so asuccessful lecturer, an made several

extensive tours in that capacity thi'ou hout the

United States. His ublications inclu e “Text

Book of Universalism ’ (Boston. 1836); “ Universal

ism Examined, Renounccd, and Exposed " (1842);

“ Universalism not of God ” (New York, 1847);

“Sabbath Evenings ” (1849); “ Mount Calva ”

(1866); and “Sunshine and Shadow in New Yor ”

(Hartford, 1868-’9).

SMITH. Elihu Hubbard, physician, b. in

Litchfield, Conn., 4 Sept., 1771 ; d. at New York city,

19 Sept., 1798. He was graduated at Yale in 1786,

subsc uently followed a classical course under
Dr. rI‘ilimothy Dwight, and studied medicine in

Philadel hia. He then settled in Wetheisfield,

Conn., w ere he wrote as well as ractised, and, re

moving to New York city in 179 .soon established

a reputation both in literature and in his profession.

His house was the headquarters of the Friendly

club, and a centre of the literary societ of that

city. He became a physician to the New ork hos

 

pital in 1796, and the same year was a founder and

editor of the “ Medical Repository." During the

yellow-fever epidemic in 1798 he was unremitting

in his care of the sick, but finally contracted the

disease, which proved fatal. He contributed to the

“ Medical Repositor " papers on pestilential fevers:

edited “ American oems, Selected and Original ”

(Litchfield, 1793); was the author of “Letteis to

William Buel on the Fever which prevailed in New

York in 1793 ” (1794); “ Edwin and Angelina,” an

opera in three acts (1795); and refixed to the Ameri

can edition of Darwins wor an “Epistle to the

Author of the Botanic Garden ” (1798). He is also

supposed to have written an anonymous five-act

traged entitled “ André ” (1798).

SM TH, Erasmus Darwin, jurist, b. in De

Ruyter, Madison co., N. Y., 10 Oct., 1806; d. in

Rochester, N. Y., 11 Nov., 1883. He was educated

at Hamilton college, admitted to the bar, became a

master in chaiicerv in 1832, serving three succes

sive terms, was in e injunction-master for the 8th

district of New York in 1840, and clerk of that

court in 1841, and was a justice of the supreme

court of New York from 1855 till 1877, when he

was retired on account of age. He served on the

court of appeals in 1862 and 1870, and was general

term justice in 1872—‘7. Chief-Justice Chase said

of his decision in the legal-tender case of Hayes vs.

Powers, which settled the power of the Federal

government to issue paper money as a war measure,

that “its influence on the creditof the government

was equal to a victory in the field." Rochester

gave him the degree of LL. D. in 1868.

SMITH, Erasmus Peshine, 'urist, b. in New

York city, 2 March, 1814; d. in hester, N. Y.,

21 Oct., 1882. While he was uite youn his par

ents removed to Rochester, Y and earl

education was received there. He was graduate

at Columbia in 1832, and at the Harvard law-mhool

in 1833, and entered upon the practice of law at

Rochester soon afterward. During the early years

of his practice he was an editorial writer on the

Rochester “ Democrat,” and later he was editor of

the Buffalo “ Commercial Advertiser " and of the

“ Washington Intelligencer.” He was called to the

chair of mathematics in the University of Roches—

ter in 1850, holding office two years, when he be

came state superintendent of public instruction at

Albany. In 1857 he was appointed re rter of the

court of appeals of the state of New ork, and in

this post e instituted the custom of numbering

the reports consecutively through the entire series,

and only secondarily by the name of re rter, a

custom that has since been generally ollowed.

He was appointed commissioner of immi tion at

Washington in 1864, which post he relinquished

soon afterward to become examiner of claims in

the department of state, where be exercised much

influence in sha ing the-(policy of the de artment

under William Sewa and Hamilton g‘ish, and

where his great knowledge of international law

was of value to the vernment. In 1871, Sec.

Fish bein asked byt e Japanese government to

name an merican to undertake the duties of ad

viser to the mikado in international law (a post

analogous to that of the secretary of state in the

United States), Mr. Smith was recommended. He

was the first American that was chosen to assist

the Japanese government in an official capacity, and

remained in apan five years, making treaties and

establishing a system of foreign relations. While

thus engaged he rendered an important service

to the world, as well as to the government by

which he was employed. in breakin up the coolie

trade. The Peruvian ship “ Maria uz," having a
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cargo of coolies, was wrecked ofi the coast of

Japan, and, under Mr. Smith’s advice, the 230

wrecked Chinamen were detained by the Japanese

government. The case was submitted to the arbi

tration of the em ror of Russia, and under his

decision, Mr. Smith representing the Ja anese

government, the coolies were sent back to ‘hina,

with the result of breaking up the trade. Mr.

Smith ublished a " Manual of Political Economy ”

(New ork, 1853), in refutation of the theories of

Ricardo and Malthus. It is “an attempt to con

struct a skeleton of political economy on the basis

of purely physical laws, and thus to obtain for its

conclusions t at absolute certainty that belongs to

the positive sciences.” In this regard the work is

who ly original, and has largely affected the work

of later economists. It has been translated into

French. Mr. Smith contributed a word to the

English language in suggesting, through the Al

bany “Evening Journal," the use of “ telegram "

in place of cumbrous phrases, such as “ tele raphic

mes e” and “telegra hic despatch." Hie re

turn from Japan in 18 6.

SMITH, Erminnie Adelle, scientist, b. in

Marcellus, N. Y., 26 A ril, 1836; d. in Jersey City,

N. J., 9 June, 1886. at maiden name was Platt.

She was educated at Mrs. Willard’s seminary in

Tro . N. Y., and in 1855 married Simeon H. Smith,

of ersey City, N. J. She early devoted herself to

geology, and made one of the largest private col'

iections in the country. She spent four years in

Europe with her sons, studying science and lan

_ e, during which eriod she was graduated at

the School of mines, reiberg, Saxony, and after

her return gave frequent courses of lectures. She

organized and became president of the JEsthetic

society of Jersev City, whose monthly receptions

from 1879 to 1886 were widely known. In 1878

she undertook ethnological work under the au

spices of the Smithsmiian institution, and ob

tained and classified over 15,000 words of the Iro

uois dialects. To facilitate her work in this

irection, she spent two summers with the remnant

of the Tuscaroras in Canada. She published nu

merous papers on scientific subjects, and was a

member of the Historical society of New York, of

the London scientific societ , and the first lady

fellow of the New York emy of sciences. At

the meeting of the American association for the

advancement of science in 1885 she was secretary

01 the section of geology and geography. Her

Iroquois-English dictionary was in course of print

ing at the time of her death. A volume of essays

and poems b the ZEsthetic society, written and

delivered un er her direction, was issued in 1883.

In 1888 a geological prize was founded at Vassar

colle in her honor.

S 1TH, Ethan, clergyman, b. in Belchertown,

Mass, 19 Dec., 1762; d. in Pompey, N. Y., 29 Aug.,

1849. He was apprenticed to the leather trade in

his boyhood, was a private in the Continental army

in 1780—’1, was graduated at Dartmouth in 1790,

and the same year licensed to preach. From 1791

till 1832 he was pastor of Con regational churches

in Massachusetts, New Hamps ire, New York, and

Vermont. and he served as cit missionary in Bos

ion from the latter date until is death. He was a

founder of the New Hampshire missionary society,

its secretary for sixteen years, and the author of

numerous sermons: “ DiSsertation on the Prophe

cies ” (Concord, N. H., 1809); “ Key to the Figura

tive Language of the Prophecies” (1814); “A

View of t e rinity” (1824); “ A View of the He

brews," designed to prove that the aborigines of

America are descended from the twelve tribes of

 

Israel (Poultnev, Vt., 1825); “ A Key to the Reve—

lation ” (New York, 1833) ; and a “ Prophetic Cate

chism ” (1839).

SMITH, Eugene Allen, geologist, b. in Ala

bama, 27 Oct., 1841. He was graduated at the

University of Alabama in 1862, where he was as

sistant in mathematics and Latin in 1863—15, and

then spent three}years at the universities of Berlin,

Gottingen, and eidelberg, receiving in 1868 the

degree of Ph. D. from the last-named institution.

In 1868 he became assistant state geologist of Mis

sissippi, and he held that office until 1871, and in

1873 he was made state geologist of Alabama, which

ap intment he has since filled. Dr. Smith was

ca ed to the chair of mineralogy and geolog in the

University of Alabama in 1871, and in 1874tl1e title

of his chair was changed to that of chemist , geol

ogy, and natural history, which he still fil s. He

was honorary commissioner to the World’s fair in

Paris in 1878. and during 1880-’2 was special census

agent engaged in the reparation of reports on cot

ton-production in Ala ama and Florida. In 1885—’6

he was commissioner for selecting lands that had

been given to the University of Alabama. Dr.

Smith is a member of various scientific societies,

has been secretary of the section on geology and

geography of the American association ior the

advancement of science, and is a member of the

American committee of the International geologi

cal congress, and its reporter on the marine tertiary

in 1886—’8. Besides geological memoirs, his publi

cations include annual “ Geological Reports of the

Alabama State Survey " (Montgome ,1874 et seq.),

also Iipecial reports to the U. S. geo ogical survey,

the . S. entomological commission, and the U. S.

census bureau.

SMITH, Ezekiel Ezra, educator, b. in Duplin

county, N. C., 23 May, 1852. He is of African

descent and was born a slave, but enjoyed early

educational advantages, studied in the ublic

schools, and became a teacher in 1870. In 1 73—‘4

he was one of the Jubilee singers that raised $20,

000 for Shaw university. at which he was gradu

ated in 1878, and in the next year he was licensed

to preach. He was principal of the ed'school

at Goldsborough, N. C., from 1879 ti l 1883, when

he became principal of the State colored normal

school at Fayetteville, N. C. He was secretary of

the State co ored Baptist convention in 1876—83.

commissioned major oi the 4th battalion of the

North Carolina guards in 1880, and in 1888 was

ap ointed U. S. minister and consul-general to

Li ria, Africa. He was a founder of the North

Carolina industrial association, and established and

edited the “ Carolina Enterprise.”

SMITH, Francis, British soldier, b. in Eng

land about 1720; d. there, 17 Nov., 1791. He be

came captain of the 10th foot in 1747, major in

1758,1ieutenant-colonel in 1762, colonel and aide

de-camp to the king in 1775, and the same year

commanded the troops that were sent to destroy

the American stores at Concord, Mass. He was

wounded in the fight at Lexington, became briga

dier-general in 1776, and commanded a brigade in

the battles on Long Island in Au ust of that year,

and at Quaker Hill in 1778. e was promoted

to the grade of major-general in 1779, and lieu

tenant- eneral in 1787.

SMI%H, Francis Henney, soldier, b. in Norfolk,

Va., 18 Oct., 1812; d. in Lexington, Via. 21 March,

1890. He was graduated at the U. S. military acad

emy in 1833, and was assistant rofessor there;

also professor of mathematics at ampden Sidney

in 1837—‘9, and, on the organization of the Virginia

military institute in the latter year, became its su
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From:  The Spectator, a British weekly, no. 1946, Oct 14, 1865, page 18. 
 
 
The etymology of a dictionary is the best test of the accuracy or inaccuracy 
of its scholarship. The present volume does not always inspire confidence 
in this respect. Take, for instance, the word telegram. It is now “a spot of 
barbarity impressed so deep in the English language that criticism never 
can wash it away," and it has a good right to appear, but it is rather too 
much to usher the unfortunate child into the world with a flourish of 
trumpets, proclaiming not only its nationality, but the name its father, and 
even of the nurse who first clothed its limbs in print: 
 
“This word is of recent American origin, its first occurrence being in the 
following passage from the Albany Evening Journal for April 6, 1852, 
emanating from Mr. E. P. Smith, of Rochester. A friend desires us to give 
notice that he will ask leave, at some convenient time, to introduce a new 
word into the vocabulary. . . . . . It is telegram instead of telegraphic 
dispatch, or telegraphic communication. The word is formed  
according to the strictest laws of the language from which the root comes. 
Telegraph means to write from a distance, telegram the writing itself 
executed from a distance. Monogram, logogram, &c., are words formed 
upon the same analogy, and in good acceptation.'" 
 
Poor Mr. E. P. Smith of Rochester! The infant prodigy, so far from being 
formed according to the strictest laws of the language from which the root 
comes, is as malformed as it can be. Monogram and logogram are not 
formed immediately from γραφω, but from  γραμμα, and upon the same 
analogy telegram, if it meant anything, would mean “a letter of the 
alphabet at a distance.”  The word expressing “to write at a distance” 
would be in the frequentative form  τελεγραφεω, and the “writing executed 
at a distance” would be  τελεγραφεμε, telegrapheme.  This was clearly 
pointed out in a correspondence in the Times about seven years ago. 
 
 
--    adb 1-24-2016 
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